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DAY 1: REVITALISING THE PACIFIC NEW URBAN AGENDA (Tues 5th Sept) 

8:00 am Arrival and Registration  

9:00 am Opening Ceremony 
Welcome Message – Suva City Council, Host City 

Program Overview from the Pacific Urban Partnership 
Scene Setting from the United Nations Resident Coordinator 

 

10:00 am Keynote Addresses 
Pacific Islands Forum and the Government of the Republic of Fiji 

 

10:30 am Group Photo and Morning Tea  

11:00 am Plenary 1, Day 1 
Regional Update – Pacific Cities & Towns in the Polycrisis 

High-Level Regional Dialogue on Sustainable Urban Development in the Pacific 
Q&A 

 

12:00 pm Lunch  

 Breakout Sessions  

1:00 pm PNUA Pillar 1a: 

Urban Water 
Infrastructure 
(Plenary Hall) 

PNUA Pillar 1b: 

Urban Systems & 
Human Health 

(Comms Room B) 

PNUA Pillar 2a: 

Outcomes of the 
Pacific Housing Forum 
(Fale Talanoa Space) 

PNUA Pillar 3a: 

Increasing Productivity in 

the Informal Economy 

(Executive Room) 

PNUA Pillar 4a: 

Good Urban 
Governance 

(Comms Room A) 

 

2:00 pm PNUA Pillar 1c: 

Community-based 
WASH Solutions 

(Plenary Hall) 

PNUA Pillar 4b: 

Urban Master Planning 
in the Pacific 

(Comms Room B) 

PNUA Pillar 2b: 

Urban Informality & 
Customary Land 

(Fale Talanoa Space) 

PNUA Pillar 3b: 

Rebuilding Post-COVID 
Economies 

(Executive Room) 

PNUA Pillar 4c: 

National Urban Policies 
– Pacific Experiences 

(Comms Room A) 

 

3:00 pm Afternoon Tea  

 Breakout Sessions  

3:30 pm Women’s Leadership 
and Local Government 

(Plenary Hall) 

Urban Youth Talanoa 
 

(Fale Talanoa Space) 

Senior National 
Government Caucus 

(Executive Room) 

Urban Professionals 
Talanoa 

(Comms Room A) 

First Nations Housing 
Solutions 

(Comms Room B) 

 

4:30 pm Closing Plenary, Day 1 
Breakout Session Rapporteurs & Outcomes Drafting Committee Chair 

 

5:30 pm PUF6 Reception (PIFS Fale) 
Hosted by the Suva City Council  
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DAY 2: CLIMATE ACTION FOR RESILIENT PACIFIC SETTLEMENTS (Wed 6th Sept) 

8:30 am Arrival and Introductory Video: To Hell with Drowning  

9:00 am Opening Plenary, Day 2: Climate Action for Pacific Cities & Towns 
Day 1 Recap & Introduction to Day 2 / Yidinji Declaration Video  

The Kioa Climate Emergency Declaration – Lavetanalagi Seru, PICAN Regional Coordinator 
Address by Patrick Daniel-Ramananarivo – EU Pacific HoS Climate Change, Ocean & Environment 

Address by Dr Emil Dardak, EAROPH International President 
Q&A 

 

10:30 am Morning Tea  

 Breakout Sessions  

11:00 am Climate 1a 

Local Government Climate 
Action Case Studies 

(Plenary Hall) 

Climate 1b 

Community Climate 
Resilience & Housing 

(Comms Room B) 

Climate 1c 

Innovate4Cities Urban 
Climate Marketplace 

(Executive Room) 

Climate 1d 

Loss & Damage 
(Comms Room A) 

 

12:00 pm Lunch  

 Extended Breakout Sessions  

1:00 pm Climate 2a 

Climate Migration and 
Human Security 

(Plenary Hall) 

Climate 2b 

Youth Voices: Climate 
Impacted Communities 
 (Fale Talanoa Space) 

Climate 2c 

Nature-based Urban 
Climate Resilience 
 (Comms Room B) 

Climate 2d 

Climate Risk & Resilience 

Planning for Sustainable 

Urban Design 

(Executive Room) 

Climate 2e 

Climate Justice 
Charter 

(Comms Room A) 

 

3:00 pm Afternoon Tea  

3:30 pm Plenary 2, Day 2: Making Multilevel Climate Action work for the Pacific 
Contributions and Commitments towards – and beyond – CoP28  

 

4:30 pm Closing Plenary, Day 2 
Breakout Session Rapporteurs – Session Summaries & Reflections 

Closing Remarks & Fijian Performance Group VOU on Climate Action (video) 
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DAY 3: FROM URBAN ACTION TO GLOBAL & REGIONAL AGENDAS (Thurs 7th Sept) 

8:30 am Arrival  

9:00 am Opening Plenary, Day 3: Linking the Urban Pacific to Regional & Global Agendas  
Introductory Remarks – Kate Brown, Executive Director, Global Island Partnership (GLISPA) 

Urbanization and Regional Agendas in the Pacific – Andie Fong Toy, UN ESCAP Regional Director 
Sustainable Urban Development across the Commonwealth – Claire Frost, CLGF Head of Programmes 

 

9:30 am Multistakeholder Dialogue: Urban Partnerships for the Sustainable Development Goals  

Cross-sectoral reflections on SDG localisation and partnerships from across the Pacific 
Q&A 

 

10:30 am Morning Tea  

 Breakout Sessions  

11:00 am Multilevel 1a 

Local SDG Awareness, 
Action & Leadership in 

the Pacific  
(Plenary Hall) 

Multilevel 1b 

Mayoral Roundtable 

Local Government 

Sustainability Leadership 

(Fale Talanoa Space) 

Multilevel 1c 

PUF6 Outcome 
Document Drafting 

(Executive Room) 

Multilevel 1d 

UN-Habitat 
Professionals Forum 

(Comms Room A) 

Multilevel 1e 

Affordable Housing Delivery  

Part 2 - Risk Informed, 

Resilient Settlements 

(Comms Room B) 

 

1:00 pm Lunch  

2:00 pm Plenary 2, Day 3: Addressing Urbanisation through the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent 

 Introductory Remarks – Joel Nilon, PIFS Director of Policy (actg.) 
2050 Strategy Implementation Overview and Thematic Areas: Manaini Rokovunisei, PIFS Team Leader 2050 

 

 Thematic Breakout Sessions  

2:30 pm Multilevel 2a 

Peace & Security 
(Plenary Hall) 

Multilevel 2b 

People Centred 
Development 
 (Plenary Hall) 

Multilevel 2c 

Oceans and 
Environment 

 (Fale) 

Multilevel 2d 

Climate Change & 
Disasters 

(Executive Room) 

Multilevel 2e 

Resources and Econ. 

Development 

(Comms Room A) 

Multilevel 2f 

Technology & 
Connectivity 

(Comms Room B) 

 

3:30 pm Afternoon Tea  

4:00 pm PUF6 Closing Plenary 
Sustainable Urban Development & the Pacific New Urban Agenda through the Polycrisis (Pacific Urban Partnership) 

From PUF6 to APUF8, WUF12 and Beyond (UN-Habitat & UN ESCAP) 
Closing Remarks – Fiji Minister for Housing and Local Government Hon. Maciu Katamotu Nalumisa 
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BREAKOUT SESSIONS – DETAILED PROGRAM 
 

 
REVITALISING THE PACIFIC NEW URBAN AGENDA (Tues 5th Sept) 

 
 

Day 1 Breakout Sessions – 1:00pm to 2:00pm 

Urban Water Infrastructure 
PNUA Pillar 1a – Plenary Hall 

Organisers: UNDP, RISE & WAF 

Part 1 of 2 sessions on water sanitation infrastructure development, emphasising collaboration between various 
government levels and communities. The UNDP Gov4Res focal point at the Ministry of Rural and Maritime 

Development and Disaster Management will elaborate on best practice for risk-informed development of water 
projects. This includes enhanced community engagement, risk-informed planning, and strategic budgeting, all of 

which are crucial for positively impacting urbanisation. 

Urban Systems & Human Health 
PNUA Pillar 1b – Comms Room B 

Organisers: MSDI, SPC, USyd & ECU 

This session will explore contemporary urban health issues using a nested approach to the health of people, urban 
settlements, islands, oceans, and the planet. This nested approach brings together epidemiological and ecological 

understandings to inform sustainable solutions. 

Pacific Housing Forum Outcomes 
PNUA Pillar 2a – Fale Talanoa Space 

Organisers: Habitat for Humanity 

Providing an overview of the Pacific Housing Forum (held on the 4th of September in Suva), this session will explore 
the linkages between the two events, innovations in the housing sector and humanitarian shelter relief, and look 

forward to the Asia Pacific Housing Forum to be held adjacent to the Asia Pacific Urban Forum in Suwon, Republic 
of Korea, in October this year. 

Increasing Productivity in the 
Informal Economy 

PNUA Pillar 3a – Executive Room 

Organisers: EAROPH 

This session will introduce new ideas illustrating how to maximise the economic benefits of informal enterprises 
through policy and practice. Presentations will describe how the PNG national audit is informing policy 

development, and how expanding the role of markets can result in creation of multi-purpose local economic hubs.  

Good Urban Governance 
PNUA Pillar 4a – Comms Room A 

Organisers: CLGF & PUMA 

This session is to enhance understanding of the concept of good urban governance and its relevance in the Pacific 
context. Panellists will share experiences, best practices, and lessons learned in urban governance from across the 

Pacific region and identify challenges and opportunities for improving urban governance and its impact on 
sustainable urban development. 
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Day 1 Breakout Sessions – 2:00pm to 3:00pm 

PNUA Pillar 1c – Plenary Hall 

Community-based WASH Solutions 
Organisers: Rotary Pacific Water & RISE 

Part 2 of these water infrastructure sessions focuses on water sanitation infrastructure development, emphasising 
collaboration between various government levels and communities. Rotary Pacific Water brings experience from a 
rural perspective in both technical and soft WASH work utilising urban resources; while RISE will elaborate on the 

RISE-Approach, providing a rare opportunity to share research, on-the-ground findings, and how a focus on women 
and children in informal urban settlements often leads to stronger outcome 

National Urban Policies – Pacific 
Experiences 

PNUA Pillar 4c – Comms Room A 

Organisers: UN-Habitat 

Numerous countries in the Pacific Region have developed and are implementing National Urban Policies and other 
urban or subnational umbrella policies (such as island strategies or housing policies). Have such policies stimulated 
urban and local action? Have they helped coordination between ministries? Have they facilitated multi stakeholder 

action? Building on case studies from Fiji, Kiribati and Solomon Islands, participants will be able to share and jointly 

learn how such policies can be effective for local development.   

Rethinking Urban Resilience in 
Informal & Customary Land  

PNUA Pillar 2b – Fale Talanoa Space 

Organisers: MC4C & World Bank 

This session will draw on country-specific reflections on the different forms, functions, and interactions of 
customary, formal, and informal land systems in Pacific Island cities and towns, exploring the potential for such 

systems to be integrated in new ways into urban structures that can enhance the resilience, equitability, and 
sustainability of the region. Examples will be drawn from Solomon Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu, Fiji, and Kiribati. 

Rebuilding Post-COVID Economies 
PNUA Pillar 3b – Executive Room 

Organisers: ICLEI & CLGF 

This session will introduce a new model for local economic planning that increases self-reliance and sustainable 
use of resources. An action learning program has been delivered in five Pacific countries, and this will be outlined 

together with a description of how one of these plans is being implemented in South Tarawa, Kiribati. 

Urban Master Planning in the 
Pacific 

PNUA Pillar 4b – Comms Room B 

Organisers: Fiji Ministry of Local Govt 

As an Island Nation situated in the hub of the Pacific, Fiji is experiencing unique challenges and opportunities. The 
government is looking at a long-term Strategic Master Plan for urban development. It will provide a roadmap to 
ensure that growth is sustainable, inclusive, and resilient, safeguarding Fiji’s unique cultural and environmental 

assets, while promoting economic advancement and a higher quality of life for our citizens. The panel will be 
sharing how this experience is adapted for Fiji to guide the country into her next phase of urban development. 

 

Day 1 Breakout Sessions – 3:30pm to 4:30pm 

Women & Local Government 
Plenary Hall 

Organisers: CLGF 

This session will provide a platform for participants to share practical experiences and lessons learnt regarding 
women's political engagement at the local government level. It will address essential issues confronting women's 

political engagement and offer practical recommendations to national and local government representatives. 

Urban Youth Talanoa 
Fale Talanoa Space 

Organisers: MSDI 

This session will explore Youth engagement in the urban development space and the importance of youth for the 
implementation of the Pacific New Urban Agenda.  The session includes a panel of young professionals who will 

share their experiences, understandings, and current and future solutions followed by a Talanoa session exploring 
potential pathways for future youth engagement across this space. 

Senior National Government 
Representatives Caucus 

Executive Room 

Organisers: UN-Habitat & UN ESCAP 

This session is intended to provide a platform for senior national government officials to discuss the 
implementation of the Pacific New Urban Agenda at the national level through National Urban Policies and through 
other enabling policies and programmes including SDG localization and VLRs. Further the session will discuss the 
engagement in regional processes (including the 2050 Blue Pacific Strategy) and global events (APUF and WUF as 
well as COPs) and how these events can be made as useful and as accessible for Pacific governments. The session 

will conclude by discussing the commitments from PUF. 

Urban Professionals Talanoa 
Comms Room A 

Organisers: EAROPH 

This session will address two key questions: 1) How can dependence on foreign professionals be decreased by 
building the capacity of Pacific Islander professionals? and 2) In the meantime, how can foreign professionals be 

better oriented to meeting cross-cultural requirements and recognizing the local context for their services? 

First Nations Housing Solutions 
Comms Room B 

Organisers: HiP 

This event will discuss distinct First Nations and Indigenous housing needs; highlighting unique socio-economic 
characteristics, social practices, and cultural values. It is a rare opportunity for sharing of skills and expertise with 

in-person representatives from across the wide Pacific to showcase projects and learnings.  
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CLIMATE ACTION FOR RESILIENT PACIFIC SETTLEMENTS (Wed 6th Sept) 

 

Day 2 Breakout Sessions – 11:00am to 12:00pm 

Local Government Climate Action 
Case Studies 

Climate 1a – Plenary Hall 

Organisers: CLGF & UNDP 

This session will give opportunities for the delegates to share success stories on local government approach to 
climate action, spearheaded by local governments across the Pacific region. By exchanging these experiences, best 
practices, and the lessons learnt, the session aspires to prompt decision makers to acknowledge the contributions 

of local governments to government-led climate change initiatives and urban development agendas. It aims to 

inspire other local authorities to take effective strides towards a more sustainable and resilient urban future.  

Community Climate Resilience & 
Housing 

Climate 1b – Comms Room B 

Organisers: RMIT, Oxfam & HfH 

Housing provides a vital entry point to address the challenges of climate- and disaster- resilience, inclusive 
development, and urbanisation, in an integrated manner. The purpose of this panel discussion is to explore the 

unique challenges and potential solutions to fulfil adequate, disaster-resilient, and inclusive housing needs of the 
people living in the South-Pacific. Each participant will share a country-specific shelter challenges, guide 

development process and its key findings, to derive a regional scale principle for shelter.  

Innovate4Cities Urban Climate 
Marketplace 

Climate 1c – Executive Room 

Organisers: MC4C, GCOM & UN-Habitat 

This session is focussed on tackling specific research and innovation knowledge, technology, policy, and/or partner 
gaps required by Pacific Island countries to address needs in their urban communities in efforts towards meeting 

the Paris Agreement, this Marketplace session within the Pacific Urban Forum will showcase how Pacific cities can 
work with partners in research and industry, fostering local solutions to unique challenges faced by the SIDS of 

Oceania.  

Loss & Damage Proposal for a 
Pacific Pilot 

Climate 1d – Comms Room A 

Organisers: EAROPH 

This session will outline ways in which a framework for addressing Loss & Damages could be most appropriately 
implemented to address the needs of urban settlements in the Pacific region. It will consider the issues of 

irreversible damage, repairing damage done, building resilience, and compensating for non-economic damage and 
loss. 

 
Day 2 Breakout Sessions – 1:00pm to 3:00pm 

Climate Migration & Human 
Security 

Climate 2a – Plenary Hall 

Organisers: UN ESCAP, PIFS, IOM, ILO,  
OHCHR, PDD 

The session aims to raise awareness about the Pacific Climate Mobility Framework and foster collaboration among 
stakeholders for effective urban responses to climate-induced migration. The Pacific Climate Mobility Framework 
will provide Pacific Island Forum government members and stakeholders, with a coordinated approach to climate 

mobility in the Pacific region, considering the unique socio-cultural, economic, and environmental contexts of PICs. 
It contributes to the implementation of the Thematic Area, “Climate change and disaster” of the 2050 Strategy for 

the Blue Pacific Continent. 

Youth Voices – Climate Impacted 
Communities 

Climate 2b – Fale Talanoa Space 

Organisers: Fiji NYC & Urban Youth Group 

This session will focus on the strength of youth groups to organise and facilitate climate adaptation programs in 
urban settings. The National Youth Council provides a national perspective for youth engagement through their 

mangrove plantation, while the Bua Urban Youth Group’s perspective and work in the Bua Province illustrates how 
young people can identify, research, and mobilise urban resources to aid rural settlements vis-a-vis climate change. 

Nature-based Urban Climate 
Resilience 

Climate 2c – Comms Room B 

Organisers: RMIT, MC4C & UoVW 

Nature-based solutions are increasingly being deployed to integrate ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ forms of infrastructure in urban 
areas, as well as rural ones, globally. This session will draw on emergent agendas and programmes from across the 

Pacific, including SIDA-funded informal settlement work in Honiara, and the NUWAO initiative (5 urban areas: Te 
Awakairangi and near Ōtepoti in Aotearoa; Apia in Samoa; Tarawa in Kiribati; and Port Vila and Lenakel in Vanuatu). 

Climate Risk and Resilience  
Planning for Sust. Urban Design  

Climate 2d – Executive Room 

Organisers: WBG, ICLEI-GCOM & UN DRR 

This session will explore the approaches taken by the Global Covenant of Mayors, the World Bank, and the UN Office 
for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) for assessing urban risks and incorporating measures into city master-

planning for a resilient, inclusive, and liveable future. 

Climate Justice Charter 
Climate 2e – Comms Room A 

Organisers: EAROPH 

This session will introduce the emerging international models for Climate Justice Charters and to build on the 
foundation Pacific Charter that was developed at the recent Yidinji Workshop.  Group discussion will be facilitated 

by different experts with a view to developing a Pacific Urban Charter. 
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FROM URBAN ACTION TO GLOBAL & REGIONAL AGENDAS (Thurs 7th Sept) 

 
 

Day 3 Breakout Sessions – 11:00am to 1:00pm 

Local SDG Awareness, Action & 
Leadership in the Pacific  
Multilevel 1a – Plenary Hall 

Organisers: Local 2030, ESCAP, MC4C & MSDI 

This two-hour interactive PUF6 session brings together local governments, policymakers, stakeholders, and 
community leaders from Pacific Island countries to foster collaboration, knowledge sharing, and advocacy 

strategies for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the local level. 

Mayoral Roundtable – Local Govt 
Sustainability Leadership 

Multilevel 1b – Fale Talanoa Space 

Organisers: CLGF & ICLEI-GCOM 

This session will give an opportunity for city leaders to debate about their cities and how they can work together to 
strengthen PUF outcomes. It will focus on the role of local government in fostering sustainability leadership in 

urban areas and supporting urban citizens in their own efforts to support sustainable urban development. 

PUF6 Outcome Document Drafting 
Committee Meeting 

Multilevel 1c – Executive Room 

Organisers: UN-Habitat 

Closed session for members of the PUF6 Outcome Document drafting committee to develop the overarching 
themes coming out of the PUF6 conference, to be presented as part of the closing plenary. 

UN-Habitat Professionals Forum 
Multilevel 1d – Plenary Hall 

Organisers: EAROPH 

This session introduces the HPF Post-COVID Roadmap to a Just and Regenerative Recovery and will consider how it 
can be localised as a tool for SDG achievement. There are opportunities for Pacific contributions to further 

development of the 22 propositions for a restorative framework that departs from “business as usual”. 

Affordable Housing Delivery &  

Part 2 - Risk Informed, Resilient 

Settlements 

Multilevel 1e – Comms Room B 

Organisers: HiP, & IFC 

This interactive session will examine hybrid public-private-community partnership models, designed to deliver 
climate resilient affordable housing, strengthen communities, and stimulate local economies. Using case studies, it 
will highlight the risks and opportunities of the current models and discuss policy settings needed to make projects 

work for all parties.  

 
Programme Version: 1st of September 2023 
info@pacificurbanpartnership.org 
 


