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Breakout Sessions

Breakout Room 1 (1A)

Settlements to Suburbs – Port Moresby 

Showcase

Port Moresby’s  Settlements to Suburbs Program 

aims to transform informal settlements into planned 

comm unities by im proving land tenure, 

infrastructure, and services.  It focuses on housing 

upgrades, roads, sanitation, and community 

facilities , promoting safer living conditions, 

economic inclus ion, and sustainable urban 

development while reducing overcrowding and 

unregulated ex pansion across the city.

Join the National Capital District Commissi on for a 

showcase of progress through the S2S initiative, 

focusing on the City’s recent program of w ork, 

before shifting to focus on the wider strategic 

planning environm ent as set out in the subsequent 

session below.

Breakout Room 2 (2A)

Embracing the Informal Economy

This workshop wi ll provide the most recent global, 

regional and local findings about how the i nformal  

economy operates , the opportunities and chal lenges 

aris ing, and the strategies that may be appropriate in 

maximis ing the social and economic contributions 

from this sector.

PNG has taken a global lead in exploring the 

dynamics of its informal economy, and current work 

is advancing this in several directions. The learnings 

from these initiatives are highly relevant for all 

Pacific  nations.

Breakout Room 3 (3A)

A New Pacific Urban Research Agenda

The need for capacity building in a range of urban-

related disciplines has been identified across multiple 

Pacific  Urban Forums over the last two decades, with 

sporadic efforts to upskil l local government staff, line 

ministry personnel, and private sector stakeholders 

found difficult to sustain at the individual  national 

level across the region.

This session will put forward a proposal for 

embedding urban curriculum and research flagship 

initiatives at the regional level, reflective of differing 

capacities, focus areas, and contex tual  famil iarities  of 

both PICT tertiary institutions and neighbouring 

partners elsewhere in Oceania.

Breakout Room 4 (4A)

Food Security and Climate Resilience: 

Kiribati Case Study 

This session will outline what has been l earnt from a 

3-year program conducted in South Tarawa, funded 

by the German Government and implemented by 

ICLEI, partnering with the Ki ribati Local Government 

Associati on and CLGF.

The work has involved working w ith 10 local 

communities on local climate adaptation initiatives 

focussing on food security and w orking with local 

governments on planning for climate adaptation and 

better utilisation of waste streams. M any of the 

findings have direct relevance for other atoll is land 

comm unities.

Breakout Room 5 (5A)

Training Pathways for Pacific Urban 

Governance

This session will outline Pacific priorities that have 

been identified through various channels about the 

need for professional and governance capacity 

building in the Pacific region, and the resources that 

are currently availabl e. The workshop w ill showcase:

•        University courses avail able for new or existing 

officials (Monash)

•        Online and in-person courses available to l ocal 

government (EAROPH, UNESCAP)

•        Potential international exchanges or 

internships (ICLEI.  EAROPH, CLGF).

Expressions of interest wil l be recorded with a fol low 

up response to be provided. 

Roundtable Room (RA)

Pacific Urban & Regional Planning Network 

Launch 

Country National Pl anning Associations play a small  

rol e for planning practitioners to share solutions and 

knowledge to solve urban planning issues.

The Pacific Urban Regional Planning (PURP) 

Network bri ngs together NPAs to have access to 

conti nuous professional  development, technical 

upskilling courses and to have a col lective voice on 

the worl d stage.

The foundi ng members are PNG, Vanuatu, Solom on 

Is lands and Fiji with support from ADB, PRIF, USP 

and PIURN.

Breakout Room 1 (1B)

Strategic Urban Planning: Lessons from 

Port Moresby

Port Moresby, like Suva, Lae, Port V ila and other 

major Pacific  cities , has outgrown its inherited 

planning frameworks.  This  calls for a shift from 

static  zoni ng toward more strategic approaches to 

urban growth and development.

Panellists will discuss strategies for managing Port 

Moresby's  growth, including the role of strategic 

planning, development authorities, major projects, 

and infrastructure. T he discussion will explore how 

to bridge informality and formality through new 

housing models, the balance betw een public  and 

pri vate delivery, and whether pl ans can shape citi es-

or even predi ct them-while shari ng lessons for urban 

ex pansion across PNG and the Pacific.

Breakout Room 2 (2B)

Resilient Pacific Urban Institutions & 

Communities 

Pacific towns and cities are shaped by unique 

governance systems where customary institutions, 

local governments, and national frameworks 

intersect.  This  session will explore how these 

relati onships influence urban resilience, particularl y 

in informal settlements and rapidly growi ng urban 

communities.  Speakers from government, regional 

organisations, and civil soci ety (including the Pacific  

Is lands Associati on of Non-Governmental 

Organisations - tbc) will share experiences and 

practical approaches to strengthening partnerships, 

governance, and institutional capacity across levels 

of decis ion-making to support more inclusive and 

resi lient urban development.

Breakout Room 3 (3B)

Case Studies of Master Planning in the 

Urban Pacific

Urbanisation across the Pacific is accelerating, 

creating both opportunities and challenges for 

sustai nabl e development. Master planning has 

become a vital tool to guide urban growth, 

strengthen resi lience, and align national priorities 

with regional  strategies. Countries  including Tonga, 

Solomon Is lands, Fi ji , and Vanuatu are advancing 

master planning initiatives to address i nfrastructure, 

cli mate resilience, and inclusive governance.

This session will showcase master planning 

projects from across the region, highlighting 

innovati ve processes and solutions.  Case studies 

and dialogue will provide a platform for knowledge 

ex change, identify best practices, and promote 

regional collaboration. The expected outcome is  a 

strengthened understanding of how master planning 

can support res ilient, incl usive, and sustainable 

urbanization in Pacific Island contexts.

Breakout Room 4 (4B)

Commonwealth Declaration on Sust. 

Urbanisation 

The Commonwealth Declarati on on Sustainable 

Urbanisation w as adopted by Commonwealth Heads 

of State in 2022 at their meeting in Rwanda. The 

Declaration recognises the dual challenges of rapi d 

urbanisation and climate change.

It commits countries to keep sustainable urban 

development on their agendas and specifically to 

work towards greater cooperation between levels or 

spheres of government, and with other actors and 

partners like the private sector, civil society and 

univers ities to deliver res ilient and sustainable urban 

development.

This session will share work to date on housing, 

planning and urban finance as well as  skill s and 

capacity, and look how to strengthen a coalition of 

partners to lead action on rolli ng out the Declaration 

in the region.

Breakout Room 5 (5B)

Open Session 1                                                  

Tok Stori Space

This open-ended breakout session is  intended to 

provide an open discussion space for colleagues to 

engage in open dialogue around issues rel ating to 

Sustainable Urbanization in the Pacifi c. 

A m ember of the PUF7 Steering Committee will be 

on hand to facili tate if needed, and the session will 

be formally rapporteured as with other parallel 

sessions and integrated into the PUF7 outcome 

docum ent.  

We encourage all  PUF7 partic ipants to engage in 

one of these Tok Stori sessions through the 

program!

Roundtable Room (RB)

What Next for EAROPH Pacific

This session will be led by members of the Pacific  

Chapter and will  discuss how to invigorate the 

Chapter or redefine its purpose in the light of the 

formation of the Pacific Planners Caucus. Options 

include:

•  Remaining an informal network for 

comm unication about Pacific  or global events , 

rather than becoming registered as a formal Chapter 

and electing an executive committee)

• Tak ing up the offer of administrative support from 

Lami T own Council and the Australian Volunteers 

organisation

• Providing a EAR OPH umbrella for the Pacific  

Planners Caucus so that it can steadil y expand to 

other countries  with Chapter members , but 

maintaining its membership of professionals other 

than planners



Day 2 Breakout Sessions

Breakout Sessions

Breakout Room 1 (1C)

Urban NbS for Resilient Island Communities

Nature-based solutions (NbS) offer a nature-positive 

approach for miti gating the climate risks facing 

Pacific  communities, economies and environments. 

This session will provide an illustration of how the 

Resilient Urban Centres and Surrounds program i s 

using NbS to demonstrate practical, affordable and 

inclusive solutions for urban communities impacted 

by climate change.  Case studies w ill show the 

flex ibili ty and scalability of NbS, with a focus on 

practical and impactful i mplementation. 

Participants will then be invited to share thei r views 

on how NbS can contribute to the unique 

opportuni ties and challenges faced by different 

Pacific  island urban communities.

Breakout Room 2 (2C)

Recovery Ready: Resilient Pacific Urban 

Futures

How can Pacific ci ties shift from reacti ve post-

disaster response to proactive resi lience? Hosted by 

UNDRR, this  session convenes leaders from Pacific  

Is land Countri es, alongside technical experts from 

development partner organisations and donors.  

Panelists will explore the mechanics of recovery 

readiness, sharing l ive case studies. The dialogue 

will highli ght how integrating risk-informed urban 

planning, building codes, and innovative disaster risk  

financing can protect infrastructure by design, 

ensuring urban areas have the pre-planned fiscal 

and legisl ative frameworks required to recover 

rapidly and sustainably.

Breakout Room 3 (3C)

Yidinji Proposition – Indigenous Communities

The Yidinji  Proposition w as developed through a 

collaboration between Austral ian First Nations and 

Pacific  Island com munity members. I t provides a 

blueprint for achieving Climate Justice for Indigenous 

people in Australia and throughout the Pacific Region.  

This includes proposed formulae for addressing Loss 

and Damages, and achieving Climate Adaptation.

As it has become increasingl y difficult to agree on a 

global framework , the Yidinji Proposition suggests a 

way forward through regional action. Support for the 

Proposition is sought in the l ead up to COP 30 and 

COP 31.

Breakout Room 4 (4C)

Enabling Climate Finance for Pacific Cities 

& Towns

The session will explore barriers to accessing 

cli mate fi nance, share good practices, and identify 

innovati ve mechanisms tailored to Pacific  contexts. 

It aims to strengthen city-level capacity, foster 

partnerships with governments and financial 

institutions, and promote di alogue to enable climate-

smart urban investments across the region, w hile 

also advanci ng practical steps to improve access, 

enhance project preparation, and bui ld res ilient 

investment pipelines for Pacific  cities.

Breakout Room 5 (5C)

New Technologies for a Circular Economy 

This session will explore a number of new 

technologies that offer benefits for small is land 

Pacific  nations i n terms of promoting a more 

circular economy and implementing climate 

adaptati on measures, such as: 

-        Making artificial reefs  from decontaminated 

scrap cars  and boats  (it thin there are some Pacific 

pilots  on thi s)

-        Processing soft plastics as an additive to 

bitumen for climate resilient road surfaces (Indian 

case studies)

-        Waste to Energy (technol ogies that m ay be 

appropriate in the Pacific)

-        Biochar production for climate resilient food 

producti on (Kiribati case study)

-        Black fly processing of sewage (South African 

technology).

Roundtable Room (RC

Pacific Urban Ministerial Caucus 

 [Closed Session]

The Pacific Urban Ministerial Caucus will bring 

together Ministers , senior governm ent officers and 

development partners to share concrete experiences 

and strengthen collaboration on advancing resilient 

and inclusive urban development across the region.

The session will focus on how countries are 

operationalising the urban di mensions of climate 

commitments, such as NDCs and NAPs, particularly 

in relation to i nformal settlem ents and vulnerable 

communities, and how these are being supported 

through national , regional, and global fi nancing 

mechanisms including the GCF and Adaptation 

Fund.  

Breakout Room 1 (1D)

Co-benefits of Urban Settlement Upgrading

Poor health outcom es in many remote, rural and 

informal settlements are dri ven by chroni c exposure 

tofaecal contamination. These risks are amplified by 

limi ted or non-ex istent safely managed sanitation, 

inadequate drainage, frequent inundation by 

contaminated floodwater, and unsafe access to 

dwelli ngs.

Over the past seven years , the RISE Program in Fiji 

has tested an innovati ve, incremental upgrading 

approach in informal settlements, rigorously 

assessing its effectiveness under real-world 

conditions and working through the compounding 

biophysical and governance constraints that often 

stall conventional upgrading. The approach 

integrates technology innovation wi th community-

led processes to ensure soluti ons are both 

technically sound and socially durable.

Breakout Room 2 (2D)

Urban Resilience & Compounding  Risks

Pacific  cities  are increasi ngly ex posed to 

compounding cl imate and environmental  risks, 

including extreme heat, land subsidence, cyclones , 

flooding, and landsl ides. These interconnected 

hazards place growing pressure on infrastructure, 

public health, liveli hoods, and long-term 

development. Addressing these challenges requires 

moving beyond singl e-hazard responses toward 

integrated, risk-informed urban planni ng and 

governance that links climate adaptation, disaster 

risk reduction, environmental management, and 

urban development. The discussion focuses on 

identifying governance gaps, strengthening data and 

monitoring systems, promoti ng regional cooperation 

and peer learning, and gathering policy inputs to 

support more resilient urban development in Paci fic 

SIDS.

Breakout Room 3 (3D)

Promoting Human Rights in Pacific Cities 

Pacific  cities  are growing rapidly, bringing urgent 

chall enges related to informal settlements, access 

to land and housing, service delivery, and social 

inclusion.  This  session explores the application of 

UN normative guidance and practical tools on 

“Human Rights Cities” as a practical framework for 

urban governance and development that places 

human rights , participation, and accountability at the 

center of city development. A panel of local  leaders , 

changemakers and activists  will examine how 

human rights-based approaches can strengthen 

urban planning, reduce inequalities , and support 

inclusive, cl imate-resi lient and culturally grounded 

urban futures in Papua New Guinea.  

Breakout Room 4 (4D)

Mobilizing Pacific Urban Finance

Growi ng cities become chaotic without effecti ve 

systems of finance and governance. Families  need 

secure land titl e to i nvest in their homes.  Capital 

markets must be confident in investment returns to 

fund infrastructure. Stabl e revenue is needed to 

prevent potholes. And cities need cl ear plans to 

target and fund urban growth.

The panel w ill discuss new models for financing 

commercial centres and housing developments, as 

well as  the emerging i nstituti onal  and 

entrepreneurial actors leading i nnovation, and how 

they are shapi ng Port Moresby and Lae.

Breakout Room 5 (5D)

Capacity Building Tools for Pacific Master 

Planning 

Small is land cities such as Honiara and Port 

Moresby face i ntensified climate ex posure, coastal 

vulnerability, land scarcity, and infrastructure 

limi tations.  In these contexts, Integrated Master 

Planning becomes a transformati ve resi lience 

instrument — aligning land use, coastal 

management, mobi lity, util ities, and environmental 

systems w ithin a shared long-term vis ion.

This initiative reflects South–South collaboration, 

where developing nations learn from one another as 

equal partners, exchanging practical, context-dri ven 

solutions shaped by s imilar realities. Malaysia’s  

ex perience in embedding climate adaptation, green–

blue infrastructure, risk-sensitive zoning, and phased 

implementation into integrated master plans will be 

ex plored as adaptable pathways for strengthening 

coastal urban governance and long-term resilience.

Roundtable Room (RD)

A Housing Agenda for the Urban Pacific – 

Tok Stori Session

This dialogue session, hosted by the National 

Housi ng Corporation of Papua New Guinea, wil l 

invite dialogue between relevant stakeholders from 

other Pacific  Island Countries to reflect on the 

regional, and i ndeed global, urban housing crisis . 

This soluti ons focused dialogue will explore 

different models and provide an opportunity for 

stakeholders  to provide updates on national 

progress in this space.



Day 3 Breakout Sessions

Breakout Sessions

Breakout Room 1 (1E)

Climate Migration: Urban Adaptation 

Pathways

Increasingly the Pacific’s cities and towns 

are facing a new form of rural-to-urban 

migration, induced by the impacts of climate 

change in both rural areas, and also in 

vulnerable urban locations. In response, 

many Pacific Island Countries and Territories 

have been developing strategies to manage 

this increasing pressure, in order to facilitate 

climate adaptation through migration. Join 

this session to engage in a dialogue on the 

approaches to, and challenges in, facilitating 

urban migration as a key adaptation pathway 

for the Pacific. 

Breakout Room 2 (2E)

Housing, Land & Basic Services: PNUA 

& WUF13

In line with the Day 3 theme of 

multilateralism in the Blue Urban Pacific, this 

session will explore regional cooperation to 

accelerate implementation of the Pacific 

New Urban Agenda. The discussion will 

focus on strengthening collaboration across 

governments, development partners, and 

regional institutions to advance housing, 

secure land systems, and access to basic 

urban services. The session will also 

consider how these priorities align with the 

strategic direction of UN-Habitat and identify 

opportunities for coordinated Pacific 

engagement and messaging leading to 

World Urban Forum 13.

Breakout Room 3 (3E)

Open Session 2 Tok Stori Space

This open-ended breakout session is intended 

to provide an open discussion space for 

colleagues to engage in open dialogue around 

issues relating to Sustainable Urbanization in 

the Pacific. 

A member of the PUF7 Steering Committee 

will be on hand to facilitate if needed, and the 

session will be formally rapporteured as with 

other parallel sessions and integrated into the 

PUF7 outcome document. 

We encourage all PUF7 participants to engage 

in one of these Tok Stori sessions through the 

program!

Breakout Room 4 (4E)

SDG Localization & Leveraging VLRs 

Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs) are 

transforming how Pacific cities and towns 

localize the Sustainable Development Goals 

by connecting global ambitions with local 

realities. This session will showcase lessons 

from recent VLRs in Fiji, explore how they 

can strengthen urban governance, and 

highlight pathways for inclusive, resilient 

urban development in small island 

developing States. Participants will gain 

practical insights, share experiences, and 

identify strategies to institutionalize VLRs as 

a powerful tool for advancing sustainable 

and community-driven change across the 

Pacific.

Breakout Room 5 (5E)

Citizens & Wantoks: Planning for 

Urban Life 

In Melanesian cities, most citizens are first-

generation urban dwellers. Born in the village 

but now balancing modern urban life and 

wantok obligations. Informal settlements 

take shape around kinship groups and echo 

the village. But in the city, there are no 

gardens, and people need money to survive. 

These social structures sit alongside the 

high cost of formal housing. As cities like 

Port Moresby, Lae and Port Vila outgrow the 

inherited planning frameworks, there’s a shift 

from static zoning to more strategic 

approaches to urban growth and 

development.. 

Roundtable Room (RE)

Mayor’s Multi-Level Governance 

Forum

This will continue the tradition from PUF6 of 

providing an opportunity for Pacific Mayors 

to discuss their greatest climate and urban 

development challenges and to share new 

initiatives which are delivering results. It will 

include dialogue with ministerial 

representatives and discussion of the 

complexity of the challenges that mayors 

face and how multi-level governance and 

building partnerships across different 

sectors are essential in accelerating the 

creation of resilient towns and cities in the 

region.

With sincere thanks to our team of rapporteurs from the Papua New Guinea National Research Institute:

 

Anna Waiga Michael Jimmy Joe Barak
Samuel Awayang Hafford Norea  Anna Waiga 
Akam Tom Hedwick Solomale  Evelyn Malala
Hedwick Solomale  Londesha Pupaka Akam Tom 
Joel Tony Julian Melpa Kimberley Nicholas 
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